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Coniinued from B1

executive director of the
VLB ‘Bvervbody needs 1o
get on the same page, Well
need to look and see what
the possibilities are and
how to move forward.”

A guestion that must be
answered is whether the
tounty can move forward
legally,

Accordinztostatelaws, a
county can levy a tourist tax
on a submunty special
district basis” — in this case
the Captiva Erosion Pre-
vention District is the spe-
cial district.

Azme;Dai’ton, the dis-

iricts attormney said lee
County  commissioners
could increase Captivas
bed tax by an extraordinary
vote (3 majority phis one)
or authorize a referendum
Captiva residents would
need toapprove.

But the law also says, in
order for a county to levy a
tourist tax on a special dis-
trict, the district must
“embrace all or a signilicant
contigiious pottion of the
county”

“1 dont know what the

boundaries of the Captiva
Hrosion Prevention District
are, but I dont think it
embraces a significant por
tion of the county” said
deputy county attorney
Andien Braser “Unless the
erosion district embraces a
great portion of the county
as a whole it doesn’t mieet
the siafutory  reguire
menis.

Dalton said she doesn't
read the law that way.

s 2 guestion of inter-
pretation,” Dalton said “It’s
reasonable fo interpret the
statute the way we interpret
it. I''m not going to com-
ment on the county’s inter-

pretation, but otus is more
accurate.”

In 2009 Lee County col-
lected $21.3 million in bed
taxes,

In the past, 33 percent of
the bed fax went toward
beach and shoteline o).
ecis; 134 percent went for
debt service on the les
County Sporis Complex
and other expenses; and
53.6 percent went toward
advertising and promiotion
through the lee County
Visitor and Gomfentien
Buieau,

With the c&unfy’s deci-
sion to use 20 percent of
bed-tax nioney 1o build 2
spring fraining complex for
the Boston Red Sox, beach-
es and shorelines share
dropped to 264 percent.

Created i1 1959 the et
sion district collects prop-
ety taxes from Captiva
property owners (he total
is about $300,000 a vear);
residents also pay special
assessments for individual
projects (island residents
paid $6.5 million to renour-
ish the beach in 2005),

The proposal has some
on the island split.

“With the economy the
wayitis, weneed togetcre-
ative, said Dave Jensen, co-
owner of Jensens Twin
Palms Cotlages & Marina
and Jensen's on the Gult
‘T've pever been a fon of

‘additional taxes bui that

may be the way 1o go. Our
customers pay regardless,
We'll have to charge more
[0 cover our costs”

Jelt Shuft general man-
ager of ‘Tween Waters Inn,
disazresd.

“With the curtent eco-
nomic climate, 1 don't think
we should raise any faxes,”
be said. It makes sense.
Guests are the main users,
but 1d rather keep the tax
thewayitis® -




